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BISHOPS MUST NOT 
PUPPORT ‘ORGANIZED 
URDER’—says Vicar 


Me ere Betition to the Lambeth Con- 
ice ® of Bishops, asking them to de- 
he ». that all participation in war as 
al tauce "OW developed, even for a good 
ie ‘is, Contrary to the Divine Will, and 
id, tm that the right method of re- 
oF NE evil is that of positive Christianity, 
in Wn. not only in the witness of the 
‘Sistan «. of Friends, but also in the re- 
of ¢ ge ere! to Nazism by the pastors 
Standin, sutch of Norway and of out- 
ill aha Christians in Germany and other 
ora Darichae. has been commended to his 
ns Sint ers by the Rev. F. A. Noble, of 
ds Mads. On-Krent, in the Edensor Parish 
rly Serve vie. We believe his declaration de- 
ed slightly® Wider circulation and reprint it, 
ee : abridged. 
he j<\7 & time when politicians are 
nd repar Mking in terms of military 
Sa €dness and the masses, gullible 
— lig. "% are being lulled into a fatal- 
ny Sod, such a petition may not 
id thusiastic response. Never- 
nm | » lam sure the petition is right. 
» rst the moment, many Russians 
ly [lower ® be so strong that no other 
Y lie Will challenge their will, A 


y° eg peeve in the Western democra- 
’4Ve got precisely the same atti- 


a 
ho i Others feel that if all were 
ran | 3 pe Well armed the awful results 
oO tig aking war would deter 'the 
> ‘uch ftom breaking the peace. All 


ie [pty Attitudes take no account of his- 
Uj} ¢ °° of human nature. 


e, Dlitio' are naturally competitive, and 
li-  }ilway, ans and newspaper proprietors 
neaq ,pncourage us to be just a bit 
— pMpis other peoples. Thus all at- 
Impatatt balance of power make a 
Md, wpoo? in armaments inevitable 
Hon q €n on some occasion exasper- 
Amed €velops and tempers become in- 
» War is certain. 


ihe }«,S IT WORTH WHILE? 


“tal Suppose the doctrine of the 

last ava Of power did work, could we 

ar? §ny good reason for supporting 

yer! 

ace, the Recall some of the battle cries during 
Mreseng | conflict and then compare the 


f |Whoj," Condition of Europe and Asia as a 
a we With that in the 1930's. 
ver ip st war began to set Poland free: 
rh now in chains, 
4 goes a ‘struggle of right against 
Moray 3 think of the sharp. decline of 
_. fat ven standards and of the rapid increase 
f PPloitagereal disease and the wholesale ex- 
pf Son of the community in the shape 
Ming “Steering, unofficial strikes, time- 
$. 4nd > and a widespread lack of honesty 
il «, '™8cientiousness. 


Gog t was fought to ‘give the kingdom of 
faye ence ’: think of the immeasurable 
Sixty "Ment of 1939 to 1945 and of the 
HPhay illion ill-nourished, ill-housed or 
thes, “fd children in Europe today. All 
ordi, are the certain results of the un- 
“ONeg, & of hate and lust which are the 
Mitants of war. 


“ny A BETTER WAY 


b ig 4 Te is another and better way. 
fj, *Sterred to in the petition. By 
Gt S2me method, without firing a 
Derag Ut by resolutely refusing to co- 
Rip © 4n or compromise with an un- 
dj, c¥ation, Gandhi won freedom 
& ‘tice for India’s millions. 
Reng, Bishop of Chelmsford has 
le fe, Said of him, ‘He fought for 
the, qodom of his country by the 
& y,° laid down in the Sermon on 
Pig. Unt: his weapon was non- 
Raf nce, his armour of defence was 
phens “essness, his shield was his 
10 he Warent goodness and gentleness. 
r. 


ey i 


sR 


_ 
stil 


le 


tne 8 te incom- 
Hekorg ft fhe teaching and example of 
ih Whi €Sus Christ,’ and then leave loop- 


ei honin ee tinatise participation in the 
Wythe 
ih 


% “3 


mg into hell, 


08h Myate P8tticipate in medern war is ta re- 
“imal gq eteat deal of the Gospel, to forget 
vi ‘ ang “etian teaching on ‘overcoming 

: to discount our Lord’s warnings 
that take the sword shall perish 
by ian aS the folly ‘of casting 


For 


March 


WINDING up the debate on March 

4, on the proposed expenditure 
of £173 millions for the Air Force, 
Mr. Scollan said that the one out- 
standing feature which had annoyed 
him was that while those with tech- 
nical knowledge had made it perfectly 
clear that the modern bomber was 
able to carry the atomic bomb to any 
country or to any place to be at- 
tacked, other members had made it 
no less clear that any defence against 
the atomic bomb to be carried was 
comparable to two golfers, each driv- 
ing from‘a tee at opposite ends of the 
course, trying to make golf-balls col- 
lide in mid-air. 

RIDICULOUS TALK 


“That in itself,’ he declared, 
“made absurdly clear the ridiculous- 
ness of anybody talking about defence 
in air warfare which embraces the 
atomic bomb.” 

“ According to the discussion here today,” 
Mr. Scollan continued, “one has to get 
one’s blow in first, and paralyse the enemy. 
The trouble is that this ig an invitation to 
whoever is ready first to start withdut tell- 
ing us. Have we not heen told by the 
experts it will take ten years to give us 
the up-to-date machine that is required? 
Surely we have reached a state of insanity 
when we are discussing wartare on such a, 
scale that the defence of the civilian popu- 
lation depends on something that is almost 
impossible.”’ 

Mr. Scollan went on to suggest that 
it would be more sensible if our own 
and other governments got together 
and talked about some sensible way 
of abolishing war altogether, instead 
of wasting time on what he considered 
to be “nonsense and tomfoolery.” 


“The whole thing is absolutely non- 
sensical and ridiculous,” he concluded. 


DEMOCRATS 


VERY time I sit down to write 
this Commentary, I feel more 
like some monkish chronicler of the 
Dark Ages, punctuating his record of 
catastrophes and atrocities with a 
“Lord make speed to save us!” or 
“Give peace in’ our time, O Lord.” 
I am even tempted to add that clause, 
which used to strike me as so un- 
complimentary to the Deity, “ Be- 
cause there is none other that fighteth 
for us, but only Thou, O God.” 
The monkish chronicler had, 


even in his worst moments, the 
assured moral backing of an already 
venerable, but still young and heroic 
Church. Who could read without a 
further sinking of heart the  pro- 
nouncement of the Czechoslovakian 
bishops on March 9 

“We wish to point out that in all aspects 
of Catholic like we shall always stand above 
Parties and outside politics. We shall con- 
cern ourselves only with religious matters 
and will do our utmost to strengthen and 
defend Christian morale and neighbourly 
love.’ 


Has the defence of Christian morale 
and neighbourly love, then, nothing 
to do with the defence of a political 
order inspired by respect for the 
person, and dedicated to toleration 
and peaceable change? 

Heaven knows, the democracies are 
far enough from realising all their 
possibilities. It is not three years 
since Czechoslovakia herself was ex- 
pelling the Sudeten Germans; and 
even in a country with far less excuse 
for racial bitterness, Mr. Trumanis 
challenge to lynch-law bids fair to 
lose him the Presidency. Yet who 
is to educate them into their own 
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“JT thank heaven I am a pacifist when 
t hear the warmongers.” 


The following week it fell to Mr. 
Emrys Hughes to protest once more 
when the House was asked to sanction 
the sum of £305 million required by 
the Army. 


MILITARY POLICY 


He considered it impossible for the 
country to saddle itself with this ex- 
penditure without facing economic 
disaster. “I submit that during the 
next 12 months we shall see a com- 
plete bankruptey of our military and 
foreign policy, and shall have to face 
as a nation the absolute need for a 
complete change of ideas on inter- 
national policy and life.” 


He pointed to a fact, repeatedly re- 
ferred to in the discussions on the De- 
fence Estimates, that Britain could 
not be defended in the old way. It 
was all very well for the military ex- 
perts and strategic Chiefs of Staff to 
deploy themselves in Winnipeg or 
Kenya or somewhere else; to concen- 
trate our armaments industry in 
Canada. “I want to know how it is to 
be possible to disperse the industrial 
population of these islands in all parts 
of the globe. What will happen to the 
large industrial centres) of Western 
Scotland, Lancashire and the..Mid- 
lands? ” 

He expressed the opinion that when the 
Secretary of State for War, Mr. Shinwell, 
came to go on to the recruiting platform 
in his capacity as Chairman of the Labour 
Party, he would meet with strong opposition 
within the Party itself. 

“T submit that if we face up to the 
realities of modern scientific warfare, 
the military experts are all lost, that 
the layman’s guess is as good as 
theirs; that we are spending vast mil- 


“idea,” if the appointed guardians 
of human brotherhood do nof even 
stand by them in their hour of need? 


Masaryk 


AN MASARYK at least had the 
courage to commit physical 
suicide. His gesture,/was—and no 
doubt it was intended éo be—a symbol 
and warning to the democrats of the 
West. \ 
Happily, there are plentiful signs 
that the Czechoslovakian lesson has 


COMMENTARY 
by 
BRUCE ODSPUR 


been learned. . The statement of the 
National Executive Committee of the 
Labour Party, on March 2, reflected 


a real clarification of first principles. 

“The issues before us no longer (sic) 
Permit of any prevaricatién. Socialism is 
meaningless without democracy. Democracy 
cannot live without freedom of speech, 
press, and organisation, without the right 
to protection against arbitrary arrest, the 
right of appeal to a non-political judiciary. 
Any attempt to achieve Socialism by meang 
which deny democracy and human rights, 
particularly by the gperation of an all- 
powerful secret police, ‘must lead inevitably 
to a dictatorship indistinguishable in _ its 
impact on the common man from Fascism 
as it existed in Italy and Germany, and as 
it. stil exists in Spain. Czechoslovakia is 
an acid test of sincerity, Those who seek 
to condone this crime show that they are 
false to the principles of democratic 
Socialism, for which the Labour Party 
stands.” 


THREE PENCE — 


MILLIONS SPENT ON ARMS | WHAT THE COMMONS FORGOT 
OFFER NO PROTECTION 


“A state of insanity”—M.P. 


A vigorous indictment of the heavy expediture on armaments and a 
plea for sane thinking was made in the Commons during the recent de- 
bates on the Air and Army Estimates. 


A CHILD REMEMBERED 


A MONG the many thousands of 
+* wounded and homeless child- 
ren throughout the world whose 
future happiness depends on the 
response to the United Nations 
Aid for Children Fund are the in- 
mates of the Villa Savoia, former- 
ly a home of the King of Italy, 
on the outskirts of Rome. Many 
are sightless and many limbless, 
says a UNAC report. With the 
help of Sisters of the Order of , 
Malta, they are trying to learn 
how to live without arms, legs 
and eyes, and the love of their 
‘ parenis. 


Italo Rengetti is only part of 
an 11-year-old child, for he has 
no arms and his eyes are sight- 
less. He is learning to read 
Braille with the tip of his nose 
and tongue because his arm 
stumps are not sensitive enough 
to distinguish the raised symbols. 


Italian boys and girls over 8 
years of age remember well what 
happened before 1945. Stlvi, a 
little girl who lost her arm in the 
bombing of Terni, says that her 
brother Alfonso, who 1s five, plays 
with toy aeroplanes and guns. 
But Silvi was indulgent—“ He is 

* only a bambino,” she said. 


It was plain that she remem- 
bered the terrible significance of 
instruments of war. 


She remembers lying closely 
pressed to her mother’s dead body 
as she held the baby, Alfonso, un- 
til the rescue workers came after 
the bombing. She remembers the 
terror and pain of the days. and 
nights which passed before her 
arm was amputated. 


PSPS PE 


lions of national money and wasting 
our.economic resources, instead of put- 
ting it into the country and changing 
our international policy, realising that 
the days of British Imperialism are 
over and done with; and that we have 
to start out on a new path and build 
a new world.” 


I cannot recall any official state- 
ment of the Party, since the Spanish 
Civil War at latest, that put first 
things first in such forthright terms 
as these. 


New model 


GOOD deal of heart-searching 

will still be needed, however, 
before the leaders of British and 
Continental Socialism are quite clear 
in their own minds as to where they 
stand. Perhaps the time has come 
for them to re-trace the history of 
the Second International and, like the 


officers of Cromwell’s army, ask 
themselves, “Where did we go 
astray?” 


_ They might find one clue in the 
timely talk on Keir Hardie, broad- 
cast by Mr. H. N. Brailsford the 
other night: 

“Socialism was for Hardie above all an 
ethical creed. His first aim wag to win a 
life of freedom, self-respect and security 
for the worker. The common ownership of 
land and capital was for him the meana, 
not the end. The‘end was the creation of 
a fraternal society, with service rather than 
competition and profit as its guiding motive, 
free from the curse of class and based on 
equality of opportunity for every citizen.” 
Whether common ownership is re- 

garded as the means or the end 
makes all the difference to a Socialist * 
Party. The Party that regards it as 
the end—the Party, that is, in which 
Marxian has replaced Christian 
ideology—will sooner or later be 
found in the Communist camp. The 
Party that regards it as a means, 
and only one means, to the creation 
of a fraternal society, must labour 
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WHERE 
WE STAND 


E were a little mystified 

by the concluding query 

of Mr. Chanter’s Commentary 
last week, “‘Do pacifists read 
this sort of thing, I wonder?”— 


“this sort of thing ” being the 
declarations of war on the West 
made by Soviet army chiefs. 


The answer is surely contained in 
the fact that Peace News was draw- 
ing attention to such declarations at 
a time when almost every other 
periodical in Britain was portraying 
Russia as a clumsy, no doubt, but still 
eo-operative member of the inter- 
national community; indeed, as long 
ago as 1942, when the Editor was 
charged by Prof. Joad with “ inspis- 
sated gloom” for predicting strained 
relations between the Allies after the 
War. 

Moreover. while pacifism cannot 
claim to confer exceptional political 
prescience on its upholders—there are 
wishful-thinkers in the PPU as in 
every other organisation -—— nobody 
would be likely to sign the pledge, “I 
renounce war, and | will never sup- 
port or sanction another” if there 
were not another war on the cards. 

Perhaps what Mr. Chanter really 
wants to know is whether pacifists 


have any concerted policy in face of 
the manifest threat? To that the 
answer is, no. The pledge prescribes 
no particular course of action: it 
leaves each signatory to chart his 
course for himself. 

There are, however, two fairly well- 
defined schools of thought within the 
PPU. The first, seeing war objective- 
ly as a monstrous evil, seeks at all 
costs to restrain those within reach 
from waging, or preparing to wage 
it: even though the would-be soldier 
feels conscientiously compelled to take 
up arms; and though the would-be 
restrainer has to ally himself with 
non-pacifist appeasers, isolationists— 
and potential collaborators. (It must 
be confessed, though, that many who 
endorse this policy with their heads, 
seem to have no heart for the busi- 
ness). 


The second school of thought would 
define its aim, not as to obstruct either 
war or preparations for war by those 
who still trust in arms, but rather to 
witness to and call into being a con- 
science for which such trust is im- 
possible. It is not unwilling to 
co-operate with non-pacifists in poli- 
cies like world government, decentral- 
isation or unilateral disarmament, but. 
It will do nothing that might weaken 
or confuse the moral sense of the 
people: seeing in such weakening and 
confusion itself the chief evil to be 
combatted. It will even tell the non- 
pacifist that it is better for all 
concerned that he should go to war 
now for a valid international princi- 
ple, than drag in the principle 


belatedly as justification for a war of 
mere “ survival.” 

In the present situation no real co- 
Operation between these two schools of 
Whought may be possible. Should 
Britain, however—as Mr. Chanter en- 
visages—be subjected to totalitarian 
rule, it is to be hoped that both would 
stand firmly together: apart from the 
protagonists of violent resistance, on 
the one hand, and collaborators on the 
other; in open non-co-operation with 


eall measures that violate conscience. 


They would go to same concentration- 
camps. 

And it is only because both are pre- 
pared, in the last resort, to endure 
Persecution themselves for conscience 
sake, that both are prepared, as things 
are, to refrain from violent redress 
against the persecutors of Eastern 
Europe. 


STALINISM 


AND 


THE €.0. 


OW does a pacifist reconcile his attitude to war with the 

terms of his contract with the society in which he lives? 
That, of course, is the one question every tribunal asks when it 
has to determine the extent to which it will allow an objector 
to contract out of his obligations. 


The tribunal’s judgment is, 
on an average, the measure of 
the patience which the com- 
munity at large has to expend on 
those whe defy the Government in 
times of extreme urgency. The 
pacifist claims what he believes to 
be his right*in a free society, to 
challenge the wisdom of the Govern- 
ment—and thereby the people—in 
resorting to the last madness on 
earth, a declaration of war. 


Ignominious position 


At the same time, however, he 
places himself in the ignominious 
position of having to watch the rest 
of his brethren contend, on his behalf 
as well as on their own, with an 
enemy pledged to destroy a great 
deal of his freedom and subject him 
to a despotism where his conscien- 
tious scruples will only land him on 
the rack. 

No one could be sure that a vic- 
tarious Kaiser in 1918 would have 
imposed such a condition of affairs 
upon a vanquished Britain. At least, 
it is open to grave doubt. Therefore 
the pacifist then was not haunted, to 
the same extent, by this sense of 
ignominy. No such doubt, however, 
could be entertained about a victori- 
ous Hitler, who had proclaimed and 
demonstrated well in advance what a 
Nazi success would mean. The 
pacifist’s dilemma, therefore, was 
acute in the extreme. To allow one’s 
country to be conquered in the mili- 
tary, sense when there was a_ good 
chance of spiritual survival after- 
wards was one thing. To allow one’s 
country to be subiected to all that the 
‘German National Socialist doctrine 
meant was quite another. 

Then what is the pacifist’s case 
now when Stalinism proves the next 
menace? It is just at the moment 
when men and women of sensibility, 
who have through the past years 
accepted and abided by the princi- 
ples of pacifism, are writing for 
guidance on this problem to their re~ 
spective religious organisations, the 
Friends among them, that John 
Middleton Murry steps in with the 
results of his very profound contem- 
plation. 

If ever a book was inspired as to 


This, the second review of Mr. 
Murry’s book, The Free Society, 
is by 


Llewellyn Chanter 


a member of the Society of 
Friends, and Editor of the White- 
hall Letter. 


the moment of its appearance then 
this is it. I believe it will shake the 
whole corpus of pacifism to the foun- 
dations. And a very good thing too. 
There is not a body of people on 
earth who are not better otf for this 
sort of thing. 

If one believes, as so many do, that 
Stalinism (I do not use the word 
Communism as it has little applica- 
tion to Soviet Russia) has a purpose 
for mankind which carries it beyond 
comparison with Nazism, it is those 
Middleton Murry will offend. 


Himmler, equality, fraternity 


If it is thought that although its 
methods may appear, superficially, to 
be similar to Himmler’s it is, never- 
theless, founded upon the solid rocks 
of equality and fraternity, then Mid- 
dleton Murry’s thesis will be sum- 
marily rejected. 

If, again, it is held that Stalinism, 
like everything else in this world, 
will change and decay if we can only 
hang on long enough, then Middleton 
Murry has argued from the wrong 
premises to the wrong conclusions. 
To the man trapped in a cage with a 
hungry tiger it is permissible to say 
“Stick it, old fellow, the tiger is 
bound to die some day. Everything 
does, you know.” It is permissible, 
I say, but not encouraging. The tiger 
has such a way of distracting the 
unfortunate man’s attention from 
other and more beneficient pursuits. 

But to those others who have come 
to understand Stalinism as something 
far removed from, if not contrary to, 
Karl Marx and Communism |“ The 
Free Society ” will be less of a shock, 
though even among those there are 
a great many, I have a feeling, who 
have not quite appreciated the one 
great fact of the history of the last 
thirty years. It is this, and should 
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THE UNDERGROU 
MOVEMENT | 
E hope that not only will 
be no resistance to our: 
gestion this week but a 
response. Lately we have appa 
for help for publicity in the prov® 
through our posters. Now we wall 
tackle London and to start oy 
playing a quantity of the “ Mom 
Morale” poster on the Undergtill 
It costs £7 15s. Od. per hundred 9 
week, { 
We have already had the offé 
pay for 20 posters. If you) call 
afford to pay for the bill-post 
will you pay for a poster, for & 
6d. counts, and we want to come 
and more into the open with) 
publicity—on this oceasion eve 
going UNDERGROUND. 
MAUD ROWNTREE, Treastlly 
Contributions to HQ Fund since Mat 
£6 16s. Od. Year's total to date: £32 &@ 
Donations to the fund should be sent, Mal 


“Headquarters Fund,” to the Treagutl 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., 
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be contemplated. For the first 
in the story of mankind’s repreil 
by despotism, psychological metfl 
have taxen the place of phy 
methods in bringing al 
subservience. By that I mean sill 
that Stalin and Hitler, , 
greatest despots of modern hist 
have made use of the psychologl 
arsenal to bring about man’s 4 
jection, instead of placing, as iff 
past, complete reliance upon |} 
manufacturer of arms for 
weapons. Hitler changed man. j 
are now supposed to be engagé 
the task of changing him back 28 
Stalin has changed man by pred 
similar methods, and has taken hl}, 
years to Hitler’s ten, And @ 
follows from that. 


Immune to truth 


There are some evils which 84 
will can never transmute and W. 
truth ean never destroy not even My 
is trumpeted from  Broadcag 
House. I believe Stalinism ¢c® 
near to being such an evil. ~ / 

But John Middleton Murry is 
prepared to contemplate war ag# 
the Soviet Union on terms pre@ 
stated_in order to avoid the bP 
degradation attendant upon 3 
lived in daily expectation of oft) 
accept a great deal of Mr. Mu 
thesis so far as it goes. But fifi 
a hundred or a thousand Hiroshl] 
and Nagasakis, with a cloud of } 
and deadly bacteria spreading dé 
inexorably from each of them, 
a littl more analysis and a SH 
more contemplation than that 
Mr. Murry has given to this aspee 
the subject. Perhaps that sid@j 
the picture might make the pacl#, 
case still tenable. 


Peace through Prosperity 


HERE is a short answer to K. H. 

Farnham’s “ Prosperity Cure.” 
It is that the only road to prosperity 
is a*sound economy, and this road both: 
Britain and the US refuse to follow, 
even at home, let alone in Germany. 
The reason for this is that it clashes 
with the demands of their standards 
of living and the power-politics by 
which these are maintained. It is the 
old, fatal “ remedy "of charity in- 
svene of justica and, as of old, will 
ail. 


. , WILFRED WELLOCK,. 
12 Victoria Avenue 
Quinton, Birmingham, 32. 


Aid came in time 


READERS of Peace News may 

perhaps remember an article that, 
I wrote last autumn, telling the story 
of Heinrich Seise, a _ theological 
student living in the Bunker Vogel- 
sang at Cologne. 

Apparently, after reading this 
article, several PPU members wrote, 
to Heinrich Seise and sent him par- 
cels. In a letter dictated to a friend 
he has now asked me to express his 
deep gratitude,to the senders, to 
whom he has not been able to write 
personally as’ he was obliged to 
undergo another serious operation 
and has been very ill. He was, in 
fact, only saved by penicillin, which 
I assume was obtained for him by 
concerned English friends, since it is 
not generally available to Germans, 
however great their need. Heinrich 
is deeply concerned lest those who 
have befriended him-should think him 
ungrateful. Nell G. Lunnen, of the 
Aachen Unit of the Friends Relief 
Service, who forwarded the letter 
from Heinrich through the military 
post, writes that “he is a very fine 


man and will, I am sure, help many 
others now that life and strength are 
being restored to him:” 

Since his operation Heinrich has 
left the Bunker Vogelsang in 
Cologne, and is now living at Blei- 
bergerstrasse 10, (22c) Aachen, 
Germany, British Zone. If any of 
his friends care to write to him dur- 
ing his convalescence, I know he will 


appreciate it. 
VERA BRITTAIN. 


LETTERS 


This juror objects 


AST November I received a com- 

munication from the Town Hall, 
Slough, advising me that I had been 
listed as a Juror. J returned the com- 
munication, seeking exemption from 
Jury Service—stating that “my con- 
victions are opposed to retributive 
justice and capital punishment.” As 
my application was disallowed, I later 
attended the Court House, Slough; 
but since there is no statutory pro- 
vision for exemption (nor even con- 
sideration for exemption) on 
conscientious grounds, the Magistrate 
could not direct that a complaint 
issues. Of course, when I am actual- 
ly called upon to serve on a jury, 
unless I am exempted expressly on 
conscientious grounds (which in the 
circumstances is not possible), I am 
prepared to incur the consequences of 
refusing to conform. 

I entered into correspondence with 
Mr. Benn Levy, M.P., with a view to 
his raising the question in the Com- 
mons, since it constitutes a grave 
menace to the most fundamental of 


human rights that one should be §, 
nied expression and defence of 


Mr. Levy 
refused to give his support. ; 
It is indeed a poor conceptio? 
Justice which requires persons @ 
nected with the administration Qi 
to suppress their individual cons¢l¥ 

in the very act of assessing the } 
{or state of conscience) of others 
, My own convictions in this maj 
which it is not possible to defen! | 
the space of this letter, rest uP 
distinctive conception of Trut 
Reality which strikes at the very 


the J) 


Sen ) 


. 


of the prevailing notion of wha hr HI 


stitutes Justice, and which, in its # 


is intimately connected with the 4 


gressive deterioration of the Wy) 


situation. i 

AARON HY?) | 

9 Parkland Avenue, y 
Langley, Bucks. 
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did not mean to be even a 
little cavalier in the treat- 
/Ment of the atomic scientist 
Who wanted to continue making 
atomic bombs, exercising his 
_tight as a citizen in attempt- 
Mg to change the rules, not in 


evell 


Treasw! : ' 


‘coe ‘Ustrating them.” I believe 
ant, that the tendency in some 
, Wa Cifcles to underestimate the 


Walue of parliamentary 
f an 4 Memocracy and democratic pro- 
vee C&S generally is dangerous. 
4+ want to appeal to Congress to 
| Stop voting appropriations for mili- 
ty purposes. If there were enough 
/*Merican citizens who believed in uni- 
laters} disarmament, whether they 
Were personally conscientious objec- 
ors or not, I should hope their con- 
) Yictions would find expression through 
in} *Nstitutional processes in some such 
n Way as just suggested. I think it 
He Yery likely that they would find ex- 
J Pression in this way. 


Most sensible course 


it) Can we not then conceive of the 
M American electorate coming to the 
‘nelusion that unilateral disarma- 
Ment was the most sensible and 


author, Edmond Taylor, during 
agall the last year or so of the war, was in 
ci Charge of all clandestine and psycho- 
Te “logical warfare activities against the 
apanese in the S.E. Asia Command. 

) “€ suggests in this book that the time 
i) May have arrived when unilateral 
)Bisarmament would be the most sensi- 
}) Ble course for the United States to 
) Adopt. In one section of “Not By 
dy eht”’ I stated that if people were 
) Prepared to act on the basis of com- 


| Hot persuade Russia and other nations 
| join them in general disarmament, 
jhe United States should disarm uni- 
Aterally. 

But jet us try to visualise how the 


From last week's PN we reprint Dr. 
P Kathleen Lonsdale’s article, re-entitled 


“Atom ARP is 
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UNILATERIAL DISARMAMENT 


By A. J. MUSTE 


campaign for unilateral disarmament 
might be carried on. 

It seems to me that one great 
reason which prevents’ peace 
efforts—campaign for world gov- 
ernment, peace piedge campaigns, 
the efforts for universal disarma- 
ment—from registering is that 
military and political leaders know 
that the overwhelming majority of 
people who take part in those 
campaigns will consent to be con- 
scripted again whenever they’ are 
called upon. Politicians are not so 
dumb as not to realise that such 
paper votes and resolutions can be 
largely discounted. 


Democrat’s problem 


To approach the matter from the 
opposite direction, it is difficult for 
me to understand how an individual 
who was willing as a person and as a 
citizen to undertake the risks which 
would be involved in having his coun- 
try adopt unilateral disarmament, 
could have very much heart in at the 
same time preparing for participation 
in atomic war, if the nation should 
eventually vote against disarmament. 

This raises another question. If 
preparation for atomic war goes on— 
and this must be an “all-out” effort, 
since otherwise the nation is likely to 
be outdistanced by a competitor and 
rendered “defenceless” and unable 
to retaliate effectively—if the nation, 
in other words, stays in the atomic 
armaments race while the campaign 
for disarmament goes on, then it is 
destroying with one hand what it is 
trying to build with the other. Fur- 
thermore, it is the armaments race 
that takes place on the level of 
political reality and which will there- 
fore determine the result; disarma- 
ment remains on the plane of verbal- 
isation. I do not see, therefore, how 
anyone who favours universal dis- 
armament can fail to ask himself 
whether he must not at once, so far as 
it is possible, divorce himself from 
any act of participation in preparing 
for war which would defeat his pur- 
pose. 

It is true, as Mr. Lea suggests, that 
if there came to be a large number of 
conscientious objectors, the country 
would in a sense be divided into two 
camps and thus might tempt an ag- 


In his review ef A. 
(Peace News, Jan. 9 and 16, 1948), F. A. Lea asked whether the 
Policy of Unilateral Disarmament could only 
United States if there were several million COs. 


me greatly,” he wrote, 
those of other American 


in the course of the next few years, so much—perhaps everything— 


depends.” 


that if, though only a small percent- 
age were CO.s, a country came to have 
a strong party favouring unilateral 
disarmament and a strong party op- 
posing it, this danger of division would 


also emerge. Witness the trepidation 
in the United States today because 
there seems to be some appreciable 
support for the Henry Wallace pro- 
gramme. Let me say in passing that 
I do not happen to be a Wallace sup- 
porter. 

Is it not precisely this insistence 
that when it comes to the question of 
war, of “national survival,” there 
must be unity, which prevents effec- 
tive action against war? And silences 
peace propaganda whenever a crisis 
deepens? This attitude springs from 
the same popular line of reasoning 
which says that until a new system 
of international security is set up, 
each natiqgn must look after its own 
national, military security. I do not 
see how we can hope to make progress 
until we are prepared to sacrifice this 
conception of national unity for the 
acceptance of the “ One World” atti- 
tude; acceptance of which would seem 
to make it as impossible for Ameri- 
cans to support American armaments 
as to support Russian armaments, and 
vice-versa, 


Question of motives 


All this leads to the decisive ques- 
tion of the motives which would 
induce people to try unilateral dis- 
armament. American atomic scientists 
thought at first that giving the people 
a terrific fright would do it. They 
have pretty completely abandoned 
that idea. As the Dutch physician 
and psychologist, Meerloo, has recent- 
ly said: “ Fear never evokes peaceful 
reactions in men. On the contrary, 
people react to fear by preparing 
themselves for defence and attack.” 
He contends that men also “ possess 
positive drives for peace. But they 
are based on love and social adapta- 
tion, not on fear of attack.” 

Such considerations lead me to the 
conclusion that basically we must de- 
pend for the resolution of the crisis 


A. J. Muste has replied: ‘I was deeply touched by F. A. Leéa’s 
understanding and appreciative review of ‘ 
less indebted to him for the very important questions he raised 
and for this opportunity to camment on these questions,’’ 


J. Muste’s new book, “Not By Might” 


be adopted by the 
“It would interest 
“to learn his own views on the matter and 
pacifists—upon whose thought and activities, 


Net By Might.’ I am no 


themselves have to be altered. This 
does not indeed seem to me to involve 
the conversion of the entire popula- 
tidn, or even necessarily a majority, 
to a carefully thought out and deep- 
going personal commitment to paci- 
fism. But it does involve a change in 
the present spiritual leadership of the 
nation, and to some extent a new 
leadership. 


Gandhian COs 


_ Therefore I have contended that we 
must have a much larger and better 
disciplined contingent of Gandhian 
CO.s, non-violent reformers and reyo- 
lutionaries; a spiritual revolution in 
the churches which will cause them to 
renounce all support of war; and a 
facing by the atomic scientists and 
technicians — or at any rate a con- 
siderable number of them — of the 


question whether they are personally ~ 


going to continue participation in the 
production of atomic and bacterial 
weapons until the American Govern- 
ment or the UN tells them to stop, 
or whether, if they listen attentively 
they may not hear the voice of God, 
of conscience, telling them to stop un- 
conditionally so that others may) be 
nerved to follow the example and the 
government thus enabled to act. 

What I am driving at here is a 
point relating to the power of ideas 
versus Soul Force, which is stressed 
by Mr. Taylor: 

“There are a great many more be- 
lievers in the One World idea in the 
West today than there were Bolshe- 
vists in Russia at the time of the Oc- 
tober Revolution, or Christians im the 
Roman Empire at the tome of Con- 
stantine’s conversion... Clearly 
what holds us back, what prevents our 
idealists from being effective is that 
we do not have the personalities of 
Bolshevists or of early Christians... 
_ “ We direct our propaganda at minds 
instead of men. We believe it is: 
leadership to tell other nations that 
we will disarm if they do, that we will 
stop calling names if they will, that 
if all the other nations want to do 
away with the veto they will not find 
us blocking progress. We believe that 
we can order One World by mail and 
have it come wrapped in cellophane. 
That is why our peace personalities 
are less developed than our intellects 
or our war personalities.” 


[HE progress of the talks between 
~ the Entente Powers and Benelux 
has made it plain that the fundamen- 
tal question at issue is whether to 
build Western Union upon the Treaty 
of Dunkirk or to broaden it into a 
comprehensive alliance between the 
countries of Western Europe as a 
whole Or in other words: is Wes- 
tern Union to remain a “ defensive 
alliance” against Germany, restricted 
to Britain, France, the Netherlands 
and Luxemburg—as the French wish 
it to be—or a mutual insurance 
scheme to guard against the west- 
ward spread of Communism? 
Benelux favours the wider plan; 
which aceords with the dictates of 
common sense and the needs of the 
present time. No reasonable observer 
believes Germany to be capable of 
“aggression” within the lifetime of 
the present generation; whereas the 
peril emanating from Moscow is plain 


for all to see. 

But here is the first ‘snag: if Western 
Union is to succeed as an anti-communist 
organisation, it must necessarily include all 
the Western European countries, not ex- 
cepting the Fascist States, past and present, 
ie, Germany and Italy, Spain «and 
Portugal. 


The Entente Powers, however, can- 
not bring themselves to take this 
plunge; for to do so would be tanta- 
mount to admitting that their cru- 
sade of 1939-45 was a ghastly blun- 
der. Yet to form Western Union 
for the express purpose of combatting 
Communism, and to still exclude, cer- 
tain States as Fascist, is about as 
logical as to start an “ anti-saloon 
league” and then to bar all rigid 


teetotalers from membership. How 
ridiculous to refuse entry into Wes- 
tern Union to Spain, the country that 
won freedom from Communism in 
three years of bloody civil war! 

The second objection to a “100 per 
cent. Western Union” is that no 
country can be expected to resist Com- 
munism unless it be tolerably pros- 
perous and its people fairly contented 
with their lot under a _ capitalist- 
democratic régime. 

But under present conditions this 
rules out Germany absolutely, and 
Italy, too, in all but name. Yet the 
adherence of these two ex-enemy 
States is vital to the success of Wes- 
tern Union. 


WESTERN GERMANY’S ROLE 


It is true that Eastern Germany, 
being under military occupation by 
the Soviets, could not participate; but 
Western Germany could; and the at- 
tractive power of a _ rehabilitated 
Western Germany, not only upon her- 
self, but upon her neighbours, i.e,, 
Hungary, Czechosiovakia and Poland 
would soon begin to turn the spiritual 
allegiance of these States away from 
Asia and toward Europe again. As 
The Times put it at the time of the 
Czech coup: “ Czechoslovakia belongs 
by right, like Germany, Austria and 
Italy, to the family of free Western 
countries.” 

Moreover, the five States forming 
the nucleus of Western Union—the 
two Entente Powers and the three 
partners in Benelux—can never pros- 
per so long as semi-starved and 


frustrated countries exist West of the 
Iron Curtain. 


The Benelux countries are keenly ~ 


aware of this fact. Together with 
Eastern France and Western Ger- 
many, they form part of one large, 
thickly-populated industrial area and 
coalfield, extending from the Pas de 
Calais to Kassel; the activities of 
whose inhabitants are so closely inter- 
woven that the prosperity of the whole 
is essential to the well-being of each 
constituent part. The ports of An- 
twerp and Rotterdam live largely on 
the traffic to and from the Central 
European Hinterland, while the agri- 
cultural products of Holland find a 
ready market in Germany. 

The crux of the matter is that in 
order to be effective, Western Union 
must not become just a limited semi- 
military alliance between a clique of« 
States to safeguard them from a hypo- 


thetical German menace; but-an all- — 


embracing association of the States of 
Western Europe, without distinction 
or discrimination. Their object must 
be the promotion of the prosperity of 
ali those Europeans who dwell West 


of the Iron Curtain, so that Western — 


Union may become both a bulwark 
against the Westward advance of 
Communism and also exercise a power 
of attraction upon those Europeans 
who dwell East of the Iron Curtain. 


If Western Union does not comply — 


with this specification, it will be no- 
thing but a snare and a delusion to 
its promoters; and Communism will 
eventually spread to the Atlantic. 

E. W. P. VEALE. 
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) | WN Switzerland every boy, by 
the time he is twenty, must 
take a course of military train- 
/) ing for about three months, and 
in subsequent years a repeat 

| course of thirteen days. 


Compulsion is all-inclusive. Certain 
exemptions, such as those for physical 
reasons, are allowed; but even when 
one is thus exempted, he must pay in- 
stead, a special military tax. The law 
provides for a maximum penalty of 
three years’ imprisonment for refusal 

of Army service, but except in wartime 
the sentence has usually been three or 
) ) four months. The worst hardship is 
i deprivation of civil rights, which 
> sometimes means not merely loss of 
Nh: suffrage and possibly of employment, 
especially in cantonal or communal 
positions, but tight restrictions on free 
)momement about the country. 

The number of CO.s in Switzerland 
has not been determined. The De- 
fence Minister has stated that during 
the war there were only 76, but this 
figure appears to include only those 
brought to trial for religious convic- 

‘tions. There has been little contact 
/ among objectors; one reason may be 
the independence of the separate can- 
tons. There have been no organis- 
ational activities of CO.s 


Two years old 


About two years ago, however, the 
Swiss Council of Peace Associations 
was formed, composed of 22 societies 
with differing peace emphases, and 
numbering in total membership more 
than 10,000 Swiss citizens. This 
' movement has grown, and has been 
progressively active; it has had among 
its officers men prominent in public 
life. It appointed a commission to 
‘’study alternative service in other 
countries, and to make recommenda- 
tions for Switzerland. 

In March, 1947, the late Professor 
André Oltramare, revered head of the 
Swiss Peace Council, presented in the 
Federal Parliament, as a Member, a 
motion for the introduction of alterna- 
tive civil. service. ‘‘ The creation of 
a Swiss civil service,” he said, ‘ would 
constitute a moral advance and would 
bear witness to the respect of our 
/§ country for the sincere convictions of 
‘individuals; it would permit the 
organisation of adequate relief aid 
/ in time of peace, and would furnish 

abroad the proof that Switzerland is 

disposed to demonstrate in a manner 
even more effective than by material ; 
aid, its international solidarity.” 

His arguments were opposed by the 

Chief of the Federal Military Depart- 

ment, and an extensive debate fol- 

lowed, but in spite of this opposition, 

Professor Oltramare made a real gain, 
, for the Federal Parliament voted by 
53 to 40 to take up the study of the 
‘question. 


Pastor’s efforts 


This was not the first time attempts 
had been made to inaugurate civil 
service for COs. As early as 1903 
it was urged by a Swiss pastor; others 
tried in 1917 and 1918 to get a favour- 
able motion passed; in 1921 an appeal 
"+ came from the Women’s International 

League for Peace and Freedom; in 

1924 a general petition was presented; 

) and the iast previous effort was made 

in 1930. Throughout much of this 
period, the work of Pierre Cérésole 
"in founding the Service Civil Inter- 
national was influential. It was only 
» in 1947, however, when Professor 
/. Oltramare so impressively pleaded the 
A ease, that official recoenition came. 

Even so, it seemed that the issue 
might be forgotten after the death of 
Professor Oltramare. But the trial 
of René Bovard brought renewed and 
widespread interest. 

Tt is the first time that a 
conscientious objector has had such 
sympathetic treatment in court, 
and the first time that’ favourable 
reports have been published in the 
conservative press. 

Tt is new stated on good authority 
that the Defence Chief has ordered |. 
the setting up of a commission com- 
posed of doctors, jurists and military | 
and political leaders to re-examine the 


_ The trial, reported in Peace News last week, of René Bovard, the 
Swiss conscientious objector, has provoked “renewed and wide- 
spread interest ” in pacifism in Switzerland, writes Marie H. 
| Allen, Associate Editor of Worldover Press, from Geneva. 


A New Deal for Swiss Pacifists ? 


SERVICE—WITHOUT THE MILITARY 


Members of an International Voluntary Service for Peace work 
camp are here seen deepening a river at Marienthal, Austria. 


whole CO problem. This gives hope 
to pacifists and non-pacifist friends 
of civil liberty that the years of effort 
may be approaching success. They 
believe a plan can be worked out 
through which not only may civil 
service be substituted for military 
service, but a tax for support of the 
civil service programme be instituted 
in lieu of the present military assess- 
ment. 

The achievement of civil service for 
CO.s, however, would not mean any 
relaxation in the military programme. 
As shown by compulsory military 
training in Britain, and the constant 
pressure to get it adopted in the 
United States, the architects of mili- 
tary power appear to feel that when 
the block of conscientious objectors 
has been neatly fitted in, it is possible 
to build a bigger structure. 


Army reform 


Hence it is not surprising that at 
this very time, plans are being pre- 
pared in Switzerland for a reform of 
the Army with much longer periods 
of training, with the extension of the 
service age to 60, and obligation. for 
women up to 40 to train for such aux- 
ihary services as air protection, tele- 
phone, transport and nursing. More 
serious perhaps is a decree of January 


FATTENING UP 
— FOR WRAT? 


7, 1947, introducing a gymnastics and 
sports training for young boys under 
the direction of the military depart- 
ment, though this was rejected by 
popular vote, and interferes with 
sovereign rights possessed by all can- 
tons over educational matters. Sig- 
natures of protest are being collected 
by peace and educational organis- 
ations. 


Waiting for UNO 


It seems likely that Switzerland, of 
all countries perhaps best able to de- 
militarise its life, will wait for uni- 
versal disarmament through the 
United Nations in the distant future. 
It appears like a caged bird with a 
far-away heritage of freedom, so long 
confined within protecting bars that 
when the door is opened, revealing 
exciting outside vistas, it remains 
moping in fear on the floor of the 
cage instead of stretching its wings 
and soaring into the free sky. 

And what of Switzerland in the 
world picture? The original home of 
the Red Cross, the International 
Voluntary Service for Peace, and 
other notable humane movements, a 
generous haven for refugees in need 
of friendly rehabilitation, its leader- 
ship in many a progressive inter- 
national cause has brought it warm 


_ regard. Yet Switzerland, possibly the 
| most “ peace-loving ” nation, is outside 


the UN. 
_ Though now included in UNESCO, 
it has not pressed United Nations 
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NEW SEED 


Surely people who think that if @ 
nation such as ours were to give up) 
the way of violence, other nationsl ] 
would go right ahead and bomb and) 
kill anyway, are assuming that the 
law of cause and effect has been suss) i 
pended. I assume that it operates.) 
War comes because two nations pur) G 
sue certain policies. It is the inevit-y it 
able result of these policies. Then one) L 
nation radically changes its courses 
Will the other not be affected by that?) th 
The cause is fundamentally changed: | Ir 
will the results, the effect, remain the.) y 
same? I do not think so. The trouble} h 
with the world is not that men do not. 
reap what they sow, but rather that, di 
having sown the wind, they all toa! st 
surely do reap the whirlwind. We- G 
shall not reap another kind of harvest | | 
until we sow another kind of seed.) Bi 
But if we do sow another kind of seed, | © 
though it be _in tears, we shalk| tk 
presently reap in joy another kind of tk 
| harvest. : 
Rev. A.J. Muste—)] ™ 
“Not by Might.” || fc 
av unReasERensioesimseneemmeemhmeeemem arene be 
membership. Through the years it : 
has treasured its acknowledged right be 
to neutrality, and has not used this a 
boon for itself alone. To send a mili. fi 
tary force for a world army or police le 
might jeopardise its neutral position. Ms : 
Yet to ask a special status would put’ i 
Switzerland in the position of a con-\| °" 
scientious objector before the Security a 
Council. How could it plead for con i 
sideration there until it has provided a 
alternative service for CO.s within its a 
borders? i 
Some Swiss have conceived a plan i 
for offering to the UN, instead of 2 R 
military contingent, an equivalent for 
purely humanitarian work, Tt would Ri 
go wherever the need might be, to | te 
help conquer disease, damages done a 
by natural cataclysms, illiteracy, vi 
poverty, or social and economic de- nm 
gradation. Such a force would liter- | i 
ally be “an army of men without : 
hate. _ It is a startling proposal, for hy 
the Swiss Government would have to an 
take one or two per cent, of the regu-. he 
lar military budget and devote the ts 
money to this end. Thus far the ane 
authorities have deemed it an impos- me 
sible scheme, though officials have 
listened tolerantly to its advocates pn 
An International query ig im-. a 
mediately raised. If Switzerland were " “ah 
induced to make such an alternative il 
offer, what reception would it get?) we 
Could a popular sentiment be aroused ane 
in other countries, strong enough to ts 
persuade their governments to permit “i 
this great experiment? At the 
moment, neither this little nation, nor 
the world as a whole, is ready for such 
a move. But some of the country’s 
most public-spirited citizens hope soon 
to see a recognition of the individual. 
conscience, as a step towards a possi- | 
ble wider leadership by Switzerland: 
in the international peace struggle. 
i — 
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ee nine years ago 
A when I first saw Ram 
Gopal and his company of 
Indian dancers and musicians in 
London, I remember remarking 
that unfortunately much of the 
Meaning of their art is lost to 
4S because of our uncompre- 
Mending Western minds. To- 
day, with a much stronger 
“ompany to support him, Ram 
Gopal bridges this abyssmal 
Sap between East and West by 
explaining in a few words, and 
then demonstrating, some of 

€ many hand poses, igestures 
and facial ‘expressions which 


form the major part of these 
ballets. 


_ At the Saville Theatre I watched 
Mtrigued as his hands delicately de- 
Stribed the opening up of a lotus 
JOwer with the bees alighting noise- 
€ssly to collect the honey, and in turn 
Was stirred when confronted with the 
fierce and penetrating eyes of a tiger 
“ouching in the undergrowth. After 
“hese first lessons the ballet of the 
Unter in the Forest takes on a more 
Tealistic atmosphere and his many 
®@ventures are excitingly shared 
Mstead of leaving one confused and 
Questioning. 
rem the Dance of the Setting Sun 
8m Gopal reveals to the full his 
Temarkable powers of muscle control. 
anding erect with arms sideways 
SUtstretched he sets into play a con- 
Nhuous ripple’ of muscles, including 
Roulders, arms and his very finger 
Ps, to portray unmistakably the 
fa nmering of the sea across the 
®e of the slowly setting run. 
, Among the women dancers Leela, 
“00, has something of the same mag- 
Netism but without a solo part is 
Mable to give her talents full ex- 
Wression. : 
, The introduction of two Indian folk 
“ances is welcome if only to confirm 
Or us that these people can be gay 
®nd cheerful as well as solemn and 
rious. _The ecstasy of Anura, as he 
fats the long, narrow temple drum 
With almost every joint in his two 
electrified hands, reaches a pitch of 
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astern Dancing, Western Singing 


tral London Anarchist Group 


excitement which makes our un- 
accustomed ears ignore the dull 
monotone beat of the drum. But I 
regret the omission of that moving 
Picture of Boddhisattva from the 
current programme. , 
The strange orchestra, comprising 
the veena, flute, gong, drum, tinkling 
bell cymbals and the somewhat incon- 
gruous addition of a viola, produce 
in total a weird effect. No doubt, 
however, many years of careful study 
are necessary before one can under- 
stand and appreciate this technique. 
For my part I was indeed thankful 
for Ram Gonal’s first lessons in 


Indian, ballet dances. AP. 


“ A Child of our Time ” 


AFTER the first performance of 
*™ Michael Tippett’s Oratorio “A 
Child of Our Time” there was a 
general consciousness of having taken 
part in an immensely moving ex- 
perience rather than just another 
concert. On re-hearing the worx, at 
the Morley College Concert, in the 
Central Hall, on March 5, it proved 
to be as austere and origina] as ever, 
yet—by some gloss otf time—only 
rarely moving. 

It is possible that, towards the end 
of the war, an oratorio ‘ embedded in 
the problems of our own time” and 
expressing ideas which pacifists had 
long cherished in quiet places was 
more thrilling than it is now, when 
the “grave passage” of mankind 
seems graver still; our hearts are as 
heavy with doubts as our minds are 
full of ideas and the final spring 
recedes ever into the distance. 

But this change only serves to make 
the negro spirituals, stemming as 


they do from the hearts of a people 
suffering apparently endless  afflic- 
tions, more poignant than ever. 


Michael Tippett’s device of importing 
the spirituals into an oratorio of his 
own contriving still remains very 
satisfying. 

The composer conducted the Morley 
College Choir and the New London 
Orchestra, while the solo parts were 
admirably taken by Margaret Ritchie. 
Margaret McArthur, Eric Greene and 
Robert Irwin, the two former deputis- 
ing, a short notice, for Emelie Hooke 
and Nancy Evans. Before the 
oratorio Geraint Jones played Or- 
lando Gibbons’ organ “Fantasia on 
foure parts” and the Choir sang 
Thomas Tallis’ amazing Motet in 
forty parts “ Spem in alium nunquam 
habui.” A.E.T. 


Three Plays 


AT the Strand Theatre is Family 

Portrait with its careful studies 
of the supposed reactions of the 
family and acquaintances of Jesus to 
his work in Capernaum, his return to 
Nazareth, his journey to Jerusalem 
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and the Crucifixion, is distinguished 
not only by the beauty of Fay Comp- 
ton’s characterisation of Mary, but 
by its skilful mingling of liveliness 
and reverence. Ellen Pollock’s boast- 
ful garrulous mother of John and 
James; Ernest Clark’s pharisaical 
elder brother; Shaun Noble’s striking 
versatility in devotion and shameful 
betrayal; a Mary Magdaiene (Mary 
Horn) wno persuades by implication; 
and able handling of a difficult scene 
set twenty years after the Crucifixion, 
merit particular notice. 

How different is The Gorbals Story 
(Garrick) of overcrowding, football 
nools, brawls, and odd juxtaposition 
of sexual indulgence and narrow- 
mindedness. This might have been 
a powerful plea for the homeless, had 
not Robert McLeish yielded to the 
temptation to gain laughter by 
drunken scenes. His portraiture of a 
brutal father and “ a woman of doubt- 
ful occupation” (as the programme 
delicately words it) resisting the 
drunken advances of a disappointed 
youngster reveals his inate ability. 

Whereas the ‘Glasgow slum dwellers 
treat an Indian pedlar with kindliness 
and accept his marriage with a white 
woman as natural, Native Son (Bol- 
tons) is concerned with American 
degradation of negroes. Its negro 
author is brave enough to make the 
negro protagonist largely unsym- 
pathetic, relying on a later trial to 
show him as a product of his environ- 
ment. This is fatal, however, with 
an audience that comes unconvinced 
of the injustice of a colour bar. 

The negro mother’s deep religious 
faith, the self-sacrificing love of a 
young negress (Carmen Manley), 
third degree intimidation --of left- 
wingers, and all too brief glimpse of 
a rich white girl who helps left- 
wingers and negroes and is inexplic- 
ably drunk, are abiding impressions. 
Most regrettable is the early exit of 
Irene Worth after a superb perform- 
ance in a finely acted and worthwhile 
play. R.M. 


For Youth Clubs 


TTHE SEVEN THEATRE GROUP 

_ has recently been formed with the 
object of putting on productions at 
Youth Clubs and Sacial Centres in 
the London area. 

The consists mainly of 
students for various reasons, have so 
far been unable to take up their calling. 
Productions are adaptable to almost any size 
or. shape of stage and may be booked for 
private or public performances at a moderate 
fee. The group’s first production, a Victorian 
miscellany with the title ‘ 1890,” had 
public performance at Kennington on Jan. 
31, before going to a number of Youth Clubs. 


theatre 


_ THE WORLD IS RICH.—An error crept 
into the review which appeared on March 5. 
The first sentence of the second varagraph 
should have read: “ Rotha uses diagram less 
than in World of Plenty, and I found the | 
dialogue technique, so lacking in continuity, 


rather disturbing.” 
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BERLIN PRESS JOINS 
IN THE COLD WAR 


URING recent weeks, when 
the “cold war ” seemed to 
have reached its climax, the 
German Press gave a vivid 
picture not only of the disunity 
of Germany, but of the disturb- 
ance of a political mind which 
scarcely understands the mean- 
ing of the freedom of the press. 
In Berlin the four occupying powers 
are trying to influence the Germans 
through the press and radio by 
means of modern propaganda. 


WITH BOLD HEADLINES 


Under bold headlines the US. 
authorities published photographs 
and articles dealing with the meet- 
ings of Hitler and Ribbentrop with 
Molotov during the years 1939 and 
1940. It took the Soviet authorities 
too long to find the documents and 
photographs relating to meetings 
between Hitler 
Ribbentrop and Lord Halifax, and 
Hitler and Sumner Welles, so the 
Soviet-sponsored daily papers pub- 
lished Jong articles attacking the 
Western Powers instead. 

This political controversy among 
the occupying: powers did not confine 
itself-to the daily press; weekly, 
monthly and bi-monthly journals are 
now taking an active part in attack- 


ing each other. Meanwhile 
it does nothing to further the 
democratisation of Berlin, where 
those engaged in this crusade of 


political ideologies have become the 
laughing stock of the whole popula- 
tion. GERD TREUHAFT. 
SSR 
American Cloth 
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VEGETARIAN HOME for the 
elderly, wants experienced gardener, 
preferably with knowledge of cam- 
posting, for large neglected garden}: 
help given. Single man, or married 
man with wife willing to help with 
domestic work. Adequate wages, and 
good home, in interesting ang con- 
genial enterprise of definite, social 
value. Apply, Proprietors, Mount 
Avalon, Glastonbury, Somerset. 
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Western Union of little value 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


' unceasingly to spread the “ ethical 


ereed” as well. Such a Party can 
never be on the defensive. 


Welcome initiative 
HE initiative. taken by Mr. Mor- 


_, gan_ Phillips, on behalf of 
British Labour, in inviting the 
Saragat Socialists to attend the 


international Socialist Conference on 


' the Marshali Plan, is extremely wel- 


come. Still more welcome, if con- 
firmed, will be his move to establish 


". a liaison between British Labour and 


Peyer’s Union of Independent 
Socialists for the Liberation of 
Eastern Eurove. These are necessary 
expressions of the Labour Party’s 
new attitude. With them, social 
democracy takes the offensive. 

What are we to think of the more 
ambitious projects that have cap- 
tured the headlines this week? It is 
still too early to pass an opinion on 
‘even the short-term results of the 
Five Power Conference at Brussels. 
But this much at least must be said, 
that all talk of Western Union as an 
“accomplished fact” is not merely 
premature but dangerous. 


Crude symbol 


‘THE Pact between France, Britain 
and Benelux—even if expanded 
fo embrace Portugal, Italy and 
Seandinavia, and guaranteed by the 
USA—will represent no more than a 
erude symbol! of the determination of 
the democracies to stand or fall to- 
gether. As such, it may have a value. 
But it will not increase the likelihood 
of their standing, rather than failing. 
No purely military alliance can 
safeguard them, even against the 
kind of tactics which subverted 
democracy in Czechoslovakia; on the 
contrary, it is liable to facilitate 
these, by imposing the further strain 
of armaments on already precarious 
economies—and how precarious our 
Own economy is, the White Paper 
should have revealed to the blindest. 
More effective means than this will 
have to be devised for stemming the 
Communist tide, if Italv, for example, 
ig not to become a second Greece. 


Economic union 


VEN economie union not 
enough, if only because it is 
impossible unless there is political 
union as well. The joint economic 
planning of European recovery, so 
often held.up as the “first step” to- 
wards’ Western Union, really pre- 
Supposes a surrender of national 


is 


) sovereignty: first, because the French 


will never agree to the rehabilitation 
of a sovereign and independent Ger- 
many; and secondly, because planning 
must have an objective, beyond the 
mere restoration of war-shattered 
economies, if it is to enlist the enthu- 
giasm of the workers. Such an 
objective, at the present time, can 
hardly be less than a United States 
of Europe. : 

Unless, therefore, something much 
more substantial and authoritative 
emerges from Paris than a Continuing 
Organisation to “co-ordinate ””— 
blessed word !—the economies of the 
Sixteen States, we shall be forced to 
go on dismissing the high-flown 
speeches of Huropean statesmen as 
$0 many remunerative exports to hard 
currency areas. 

However, the motion of the seventy 
MPs last week, calling for a Council 
of Hurope to be set up as the prelimin- 
ary to a European Federation, raises 
one’s hopes of something better. This 
is, indeed, one of the most epoch- 
making motions ever tabled in the 


RUG WOOL 


Extra long pure wool Thrums. 
Mixed colours; suitable for 
Hessian, Canvas, or knitting a 
Rug. 


PACKETS 4/11 
APPROX. 1 Ib. 4/114. 


Send P.O. 6d. for sample and Knit-a-Rug 
instructional leaflet, showing how to 
make a rug without canvas. 


U.T.A., 
73 Bishopsgate, 
London, E.C.2. 


House; and if Mr. Bevin and the other 
Foreign Ministers can rise to the 
height of the argument, the common 
people of Europe will surely respond; 
this old Continent of ours may yet 
win through to a brighter prospect 
than seemed possible only yesterday. 


Acid test 
Bur the acid test, as always, re- 
mains Germany. Nobody will 
suppose, at this late date, that the new 
measures being discussed for Trizonia, 
or the admission of German represen- 
tatives to the counsels of Western 
Europe, are motivated by anything 
higher than fear of the Soviet Union. 
Still, a decisive break with post-war 
policy, a real determination to face the 
future instead of the past where Ger- 
many is concerned, would be the 
clearest proof the Western Powers 
could give of their will to re-unite 
Christendom. 

Possibly that sounds unjust. It may 
be said that America, Britain and 
France would have been willing 
enough all along to conclude a settle- 
ment with Germany; they were 
deterred only by the hope of reaching 
an agreement with Russia. But this 
contention cannot be supported. Apart 
from all other evidence, there is the 
parallel with Japan. 


Peace with Japan 


WO agreement with Russia was 


4 


gone by since General MacArthur de- 
clared that the time was ripe for a 
peace - treaty: and throughout these 
months the Japanese economy has 
been virtually stifled: by restrictions 
on foreign trade, amounting almost to 
a starvation-blockade; by the enforced 
breaking-up of all large business com- 
bines; and by uncertainty in the minds 
of the Japanese as to whether or not 
their firms will be dismantled for re- 
parations. 

Japan, writes Mr. Kiyoshi Kawa- 
kami, in Human Events (Feb. 18), 
“has. an orderly and democratised 
government, and both the Government 
and the people are eager for peace. 
America willing, there is nothing to 
prevent the early convening for a 
peace conference.” 

Why, then, have no steps been 
taken? Chiefly, one suspects, because 
the Americans are reluctant to lose 
their absolute control over another 
“unsinkable aireraft-carrier,” con- 
veniently handy to Russia. What an 
example to set a people pledged to “re- 
nounce war’! 

It is hardly surprising to read in 
The Times (Mar. 15) that “ Japanese 
leaders no longer conceal their hope 
that Japan may, with American sup- 
port, be built into a bulwark against 
the advance of Communism in Asia. 
Some of the reasons they put forward 
for their desire to take part in the 
struggle against Communism are that 
Japan has traditionally regarded 
Russia as ‘a military threat’ and that 
Japan requires foreign aid for her 
economic, reconstruction.” 


Very cold wars 


NOTICE that nothing has so far 

been said in Peace News about 
the cold wars being waged between 
Britain and South America. This is 
partly because they have struck me 
as so trivial that I invariably confine 
them to my last paragraph—which the 
Editor no less invariably cuts off, 

Certainly the climate of Antarctica 
seems to chill the rage of the hardiest, 
if not to give them cold feet. The 
tendency of the opposing forces to 
fraternise is quite shocking. Yet it 
is just as well that the issues should 
come up before the Security Council 
soon: for while, at present, only Brit- 
ish “ prestige” is at stake/there is no 
telling where things may end. Free- 
dom, religion, and what’s more, our 
very survival as a Great Power, may 
get involved. Indeed, to hear the way 
some people are talking already, you 
met think there was oil in Antarc- 

ica. 

There is also a pregnant theme for 
meditation in the contrast between our 
reactions to the claim of Guatemala, 
on the one hand, and the larger 


needed to settle the future of | 
Japan. Yet already nearly a year has | 


AMERICAN YOUTH ORGANIZE TO} 
OPPOSE CONSCRIPTION 


PoE {atest move in the fight against conscription in the U.S. is the forma- 


Action, as its national chairman. 


important student or youth organisa- 
tion which has considered UMT has 
come out in opposition to it. Among 
them it listed the National Confer- 
ence of Methodist Youth, the student 
divisions of the YMCA and YWCA, 
Students for Democratic Action, the 
Student League for Industrial De- 


mocracy, and the Westminster 
Fellowship—the national vouth or- 
ganisation of the Presbyterian 
Church, 


The group charged the American 
Legion and other adult exponents 
of a youth draft with “promoting a 
war spirit by their proposal to make 
war training a normal vart of the 
education of every boy.” 

“War is not inevitable” they 
declared, “but peace-time con- 
scription would make young people 
feel hopeless about trying to build 


Holiday privileges 
for P.o.Ws 


FD URING Easter and Whitsun 

PoWs are to be allowed to 
visit friends up to a distance of 
20 miles once, and may have one 
pass up to midnight for each 
period. 


TEN YEARS AGO 


From Peace News, March 19, 1938 


The Almbruderhof in Liechtenstein, 
which provided a temporary home for 
young men from the original Bruder- 
hof in Germany, who had resisted con- 
scription, is to be closed down follow- 
ing the growth of Nazi influence in 
Iiechtenstien. 


* 

One of the shortest wars in history 
was fought and won last week. 

On March 11, in the afternoon, the 
Austrian Chancellor received an uiti- 
matum from Germany demanding 
delay of the vote “ for a free Austria” 
which was agreed to. This was fol- 
lowed by a German demand for the 
resignation of the Chancellor and the 
appointment of a virtually Nazi Aus- 
trian Cabinet, which was also agreed 
to. 

The same night Herr Hitler’s depu- 
ty himself was in Vienna, German 
troops were in Austria, and that coun- 


pendent.” 


—===— — 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR 
DEPTFORD’S UNAC COLLECTION 


evening during the next six weeks to help the 
Mayor of Deptford’s United Nation’s Aid 
to Children Fund are asked te write to 
Evelyn Gray, 169 Jerningham Road, London, 
§$.£.14. A committee is planning collections 
during the next six weeks in cinemas, public 
houses, factory canteens and, on Sunday, 
April 25, a house-td-house collection. This 
committee meets on March 22 so that offers 
available) 


of help (stating date and time 


should arrive by that day. 


claims of stronger powers on the other. 
These small countries should make no 
mistake. Out of the strong may. come 
forth sweetness, when prudence so dic- 
tates; but the British Lion is not dead 
it sleepeth. 


try had ceased to be “ free and inde-! 


Volunteers willing to give an afternoon or | 


tion of a national] youth committee, ! 
Executive Secretary of the student division of Americans for Democratic 
The group, which includes members of. 
Catholic, Protestant, and secular youth groups, has affiliated with the 
National Council Against Conscription and will serve as its Youth Division. 
The youth group claims that every 
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with William Leuchtenburg; 


a peaceful world.” 


Further support for those opposing 


conscription has come from the 
American Council on Education. 
According to the New York Times 
(Jan. 28) this body by a vote of 41 
to 9 showed its opposition to UMT, 
despite the undemocratic ruling of 
the Chairman, who would not permit 
opponents of Universal Military 
Training to speak. 

Army propaganda, which used_ 0 
make the point that military training 
was good for boys because ex-Service 
men were better students and more 
mature in general than civilianss 
suffered two reverses on this particu- 
lar point last year. 

One appeared in the New York 
Times of Aug. 17. A Washington 


dispatch emphasised that “ Veterans’ 


are dropping: out of college at a rate 
that is surprising to welfare officials. 


|; A surv#y shows that of 1,400,000 


veterans about 35 per cent. have 
dropped out of the GI school pro- 
gramme so far. Reasons cited are: 
financial problems, housing shortages; 
scholastic difficulties, personal pro- 
blems.” (NYT supplied the em- 
phasis.) 


MRS. ROOSEVELT’S VIEWS 


The other blow came from Mrs- 
Eleanor Roosevelt, who has been @ 
steady supporter of compulsory mili- 
tary training. In her column in the 
New Yorx World Telegram (Nov. 4 
1947) she stated that “The qualities 
of initiative and acceptance of per- 
sonal responsibility are not developed 
by military service so that they (ex- 
Service men) find the readjustment 
to family lite and personal ,responsi- 
bility a very difficult period.” . 

General Jonathan Wainwright hit 
back on behalf of the War Office 
propagandists by making an appeal 
for UMT when he received an hon 
orary degree at Drury College in 
Springfield, Missouri on Feb, 5 
Afterwards, at a dinner of the Mili- 
tary Order of the 
General Jonathan Wainwright as- 
sailed educators who believe that “a 
one-year disruption of a young man’s 
education (for UMT) is a terrible 
thing.” 

“Such damned twaddle” he termed 
the edueator’s convictions. He sai 
that “compared with the life of the 
nation the life of the individual 15 
nothing.” | 

The last word, however, was not 
with the General; Dr. G. H. Benton, 
Dean of the College, later commented 
that he was “reluctant to see my 
country adopt the same thing Ger- 
many had—militarism.” 


Next week’s special 
EASTER NUMBER 


of Peace News 
will be 
published one day earlier. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO PACIFISTS 


, from the 
Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.I 


We recently despatched to everybody whose name anpears in our 
“live” records a copy of our Annual Report, embodied in a special 
issue of the PPU Journal. 


DID YOU GET IT? 


Tf not, it means that you are not onour PPU membership list. If this 

is a mistake—if you adhere to the PPU pledge and wish to be so re- 

corded—help us to correct the mistake by sending us your name and 
address (on,a postcard will do). 


If you are not already a member, have you Considered join- 
ing? Just°*write out and sign the pledge, “I renounce war and 
I will never support or sanction another,” and send it to us, 


and so join the largest pacifist organisation in the world. 


World Wars: 
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